Blame the virus, not the board for not
having a meeting in September. Lets hope
for October.

You can pay your dues anytime
now, they are still only $20 Dues
paid this year go towards next year.
What a bargain!
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To: Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Rd.
East Peoria, II 61611
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Want the club to do
better? Apply for one
of the positions available on the board.

I don’t know about you, but when I get stressed, sitting by the pond makes me feel
better. I sit and drink my coffee feeding the fish but then I notice the weeds are
starting to grow again. I pull a few. Oh the skimmer needs cleaning which leads to
watering the plants with the skimmer water. That done, and my day starts in earnest
and I have forgotten what was bothering me. I hope your pond works the same way
for you. Sure is cheaper than therapy. ha
One thing I did notice this spring was that I had too many fish, I had 23 in 4800
gallons and many of them were big dudes. With help from some of my friends, I
got rid of nine fish. Most of them were really ugly or I already had some of that
color. I always thought that black fish just ate your food and pooped in the water an
you couldn’t see them. I know they are supposed to be good luck, but having fewer
fish turned out to be the best luck of all. We lost electricity for 48 hours or so but
because I had fewer fish, they all survive just fine. You know, the largest and favorite fish die first.
I do hope everyone is having good luck with their pond, it brings such a joy when
everything goes right. Just remember, we have better luck if we take good care of
our pond.
I want photos of your pond to put in the newsletter. Your pond will look better now
than in January, so just shoot a few and send them to Clarke.jl@comcast.net or text
them to 309-370-0460.
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Photos of Ginny Gibb’s pond
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Dropsy in Koi Fish
Dropsy in koi is not a disease, but rather the result of some other cause. There are
multiple possible reasons; the most common cause of Dropsy in koi fish is from a
bacterial infection that has gained access to the kidney and or liver through the
blood stream. An alternative method of contracting Dropsy is brought about by a
rare fish parasite that attacks the kidney, Mitraspora cyprini. Either way, kidney enlargement and loss of function ensues, eventually ending in kidney failure. Fortunately, Dropsy normally affects just one Koi at a time rather than an entire collection.
The Aeromonas or Pseudomonas bacterium is usually the culprit behind a bloated
koi with bacterial dropsy. Parasites penetrate and damage the skin of a fish then the
bacterial infection sets in. Pinecone disease or Dropsy is usually the final stage of
the bacterial infection. The bacterium attacks the fish’s kidney and it stops functioning properly. The victim of Dropsy cannot expel fluids normally so it builds up
inside the fish’s body. The pressure from the accumulating fluid causes the body to
swell and this expansion causes the scales to stick out away from the body resembling a pinecone. The affected fish’s head does not swell because of the bone
structure, but the eyes may bulge or pop out because the excess fluid has no place
to go.
Dropsy is also known as bloater or pinecone disease because of the symptoms exhibited by infected fish. In the advanced stages of Dropsy, Koi may lose the ability
to maintain balance in the water because its swim bladder also experiences increased pressure from the accumulation of fluids within the body cavity.
The condition of Dropsy in koi is very distressing to the koi owner. Not only does
it look to be very painful for the fish, the fact is that most cases will be fatal. Because, by the time external symptoms are recognized, irreversible damage to the
kidney has already occurred and the organ has been injured beyond repair or treatment.
In mild cases of the koi illness, Dropsy can simply be due to fluid retention.
In this instance the use of salt can promote the release of the accumulated
fluid and the Koi may be saved. Identification of such fluid buildup must be
realized prior to the onset of any bacterial infection if the fish has a chance
of surviving. Unless Dropsy is caught in the very early stages, a cure is almost impossible.
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I s Ko i D ro psy C o nt a g i o u s ?
No, Dropsy in koi is not contagious; however the circumstances that caused it usually are contagious. The most common cause of Dropsy is damage caused by parasites, followed by
bacterial infection, and culmination in Dropsy.

W h at a re ko i D ro p sy sy m pt o m s ?


If suffering with Dropsy koi fish will exhibit the following symptoms:
Swelling of the body (fluid retention)



Protruding or bulging eyes



Raised scales (pine cone appearance)



Lose of equilibrium/balance (swim bladder affected)



Isolation or staying in areas of high oxygen concentration
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